PREFACE

This book is a work manual as well as a source of technical
information for instructors and pupils interested in the art and
technique of jewelry making, Since work procedures, techniques,
and their sequence are the same for the instructor as for the learner,
whether taught in the class room or self taught, no sections are
directed specifically to one or the other.

Sections one through three deal with the basic processes of
jewelry making with the techniques for each process specified in
the order in which they are to be carried through, Jewelry con-
struction in section four is presented in the same way*

Throughout the book, emphasis is given to the application of
the principles of design which must be used as consistently with
metal as they are used with other working mediums, The beginner
finds it necessary to pay strict attention to proportion, mass, bal-
ance, unity of line and form because the medium and the processes
with which he is engaged are influenced by the weight, solidity,
ami texture of the material, If these things are observed sys-
tematically the effect of processes will become apparent as the work
progresses, and by the same token, as he gains experience he will
learn to select processes which give weight, lightness, or strength
to the article under construction and thus to the design, Design
and technique must balance if the jewelry produced is to have art
value,
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